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March 18, 2020 

Dear members and friends of Immanuel, 

“I lift my eyes to the hills, from where is my help to come? My help comes from the Lord, the 
maker of heaven and earth.” Psalm 121:1-2 

Over the course of this past week, church council and I have been monitoring the news regarding the COVID-
19 pandemic (Coronavirus) and discerning our response as a community of faith. 

We have received information and guidance from the CDC, Oneida County Health Department, the ELCA 
Churchwide Office, Bishop Katherine Finegan, along with having conversation with local area churches. On 
Tuesday, March 17, Governor Tony Evers announced that no gathering larger than 10 people are allowed to 
gather. 

Following these orders, Immanuel Ev. Lutheran Church will postpone all Wednesday Lenten and Sunday 
worships until further notice. However, we will continue with ministries such as the NATH meals, Rhinelander 
Area Food Pantry, and the Blood Drive scheduled for Tuesday, March 24, from 2:30-6 p.m. In this time of 
crisis, we need to take care of the vulnerable. 

I will remain available for pastoral care and will be in the office. Please call if you have a pastoral need at   
(715) 362-5910. 

At this time the weekly readings and my sermon will be posted on our the church’s website at: 
www.immanuelrhinelander.org. And on our church’s Facebook site: www.facebook.com/immanuelrhinelander 
Cory will be posting other available devotions and links for spiritual renewal as well. We will also continue 
with our monthly newsletter. 
 
All are encouraged to continue to support the ministry at Immanuel as our commitments, ministries and 
expenses still continue during this time of uncertainty. There are four ways to continue to give: 1) Mail or drop 
off your offering to church; 2) Online -  go to www.immanuelrhinelander.org/give and fill out the form. You 
can also find a blue “Give Now” button at the bottom of the home page; 3) Texting – text “Give” to 262-735-
8253; or 4) Using our app – Using your phone, download our app at www.immanuelrhinelander.org/theapp. 
Once on the page, click on the gray “Immanuel App” button and follow the directions to download. 

God is at work in all of this, creating something new. Yes, it’s an inconvenience. Yes, it’s disappointing. Yes, it 
can be scary. But we are not alone. Christ walks with us, especially when the way is uncertain. In the meantime, 
we do what is necessary to minimize risk and take care of the most vulnerable and each other.  



There are many ways to continue our life together as disciples of Christ even though we cannot meet. 

• Pray ~ Pray ~ Pray 

• I encourage you to reach out and call the homebound, your neighbors, or those who may be alone and 
offer prayer and conversation. Although physical distancing is recommended at this time, emotional and 
spiritual support is still needed.  

• Continue with your daily devotions from Christ in Our Homes, and the Lenten Devotions. Northern 
Great Lakes Synod also offers daily prayers at: https://www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully/. April – June 
copies of Christ in Our Home are available at church for pick up. 

• Children’s bulletins will be mailed to the Faith Explorer families so the children can still engage with 
the readings as well. 

• Honor the Sabbath, take the time that you would usually be at church and spend time in God’s Word. 

• Spend time in nature, seeing and experiencing God’s creation. 

• A colleague is also about half way through a liturgy that can be used at home as individuals or families 
as an alternative to worship.  This would be a print resource that along with a Bible would be everything 
people would need to have a time of worship. As soon as this is available I will make it available for 
your use. 

Members of council will continue to discern other ways that we can assist in keeping our faith community 
connected.  

“God is our refuge and strength. A very present help in trouble.” Psalm 46:1 

In Christ + 

Pastor Tammy Barthels 

 


